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Summary of Academic Research Visit in Kolkata

Dated: 09-11 May, 2012

With the Joint Collaboration of

Global COE Program (G-COE) of Tokyo University of Science (TUS), Japan
&

West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services, Kolkata, India
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Preamble

In major cities in East Asia, large-scale and complex high-rise buildings and underground facilities are
being built in an unprecedented rate with rapidly growing economy in this area. The structural
configurations and building materials have changed drastically. There is a fear however that this
change would lead to some side-effects in affecting the potential fire risk.

Tokyo University of Science (TUS) initiated a project called “Center for Education and Research on
Advanced Fire Safety Science and Technology in East Asia” supported by the Japanese Government
as a Global Center of Excellence (GCOE) Program.

Establishing a collaborative relationship with researchers in various cities of East Asia, it aims to
establish research and education method to minimize potential fire risks in new spatial configurations
associated with urbanization and in the use of new matenals increasing with industrialization and
greater need of energy conservation. i
Focusing on the Urban Building Fire Safety Issues, This research visit has been organized to
understand the fire safety conditions in Kolkata, India. As the fire risk in the Asian countries is
increasing alarmingly and Kolkata is also urbanizing very rapidly, this visit was planned as one of the
activities of Global COE Program (GCOE) of Tokyo University of Science, Japan in collaboration with
West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services, Kolkata, India under the collaborative Research Study on
Urban Building Fire Disaster Mitigation & Safety Issues in Asian Mega Cities.

Visiting Team Members:

» Mr. Kyoichi Kobayashi (Professor, Tokyo University of Science, Japan & Visiting Team
Leader)

®  Mr. Yamada Tokiyoshi (Professor, The University of Tokyo, Japan)

®  Mr. Nisida Yukio ( Researcher, Tokyo University of Science, Japan)

=  Mr. Muhammad Mamun (Warehouse Inspector, Fire Service & Civil Defence, Bangladesh)

= Md. Shaidul Alam Chowdhury (2™ Year Student, Masters Course in Fire Science & Technology,

Tokyo University of Science, Japan & Fire Officer , FSCD, Bangladesh)

Visit Activities:

The 05 team members of team arrived Kolkata on 09 May, 2012 the same day. After that, Md. Shaidul
Alam Chowdhury and Mr. Muhammad Mamun went for preparatory meetings and synchronization was
done for the effective visit of the team.




West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services Visit:

On 10 May, 2012 The Research Team of TUS had courtesy meeting at West Bengal Fire &
Emergency Services and exchange of views was performed between the visiting members and experts
of Fire personnel. During this visit, the TUS team was cordially welcomed by Shri D.P. Tarenia, IPS,
Director General, Additional Director General Mr. D. P. Biswas and Director also welcomed the team
later on.

During this meeting, there were several presentations and interactions. At first, A Welcome Speech
along with a brief presentation on “West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services & Fire Safety” was
done by Shri D.P. Tarenia, IPS. An Opening Remarks was also done by Prof. Kyoichi Kobayashi as a
team leader. Than ADG Mr. D. P. Biswas made a presentation about Devastating Fire of AMRI
Hospital.

After finished the part of West Bengal Fire & Emergency Services visit, the team visited 01
shopping mall (super market), 01 residential building, AMRI Hospital and 01 under construction
shopping mall. Then next day on 11 May we visited Kolkata Fire Brigade Training Institute, Bahela,
Kolkata. This whole visit was assisted by fire personals.

Visit of Shopping Mall Visit of Shopping Mall




Visit of residential House Visit of residential House

Visit of AMRI Hospital (Fire Origin) Administrative officer of AMRI Hospital




Visit of Fire Brigade Training Institute Visit of Fire Brigade Training Institute

Welcome party: A welcome party was organized by TUS on 10May, 2012 where fire personals joined.
The guests were warmly received by TUS team where the informal nitration took place for the
development relationship.

Wrapping up: For the effective disaster management, it is important that the central government, the
local government, the designated public, Volunteers and even private citizen must work out their roles
appropriately. It is the high time that we should prepare ourselves for the preparation of any kinds of
fatal disaster. So, lets us join hands and march towards for a safer world.
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