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SUMMARY

Preparatory Process to UNCED

MORIYA, Masaru
Head. Shiga Office [or UNEP 1ETC. Shiga Prefectural Government

This article outlines the preparatory process to the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) to be held in June, 1992, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The issues being discussed at the preparatory meetings are described in such a
manner that significant position difference is emphasized between developed countries
and developing countries, e.g. concerning additional financial resources, transfer of
technologies and forest conservation. Explanation is also given to the expected outcomes
of UNCED, country reports to be submitted to the third preparatory meeting and NGOs'
participation in the UNCED process.

Regional Cooperative Initiative Against Global Warming

YAGISHITA, Masaharu

Director, Control and Cooperation Division, Global Fnvironment Depariment, Eavironment Agency

Countermeasures for global warming taken by developing countries are indispensable
form the long-term viewpoint. Adverse effects of gloval warming will be more serious in
those countries where social and economic infrastructures are fragile. It is important to
draw a strategy which enable each developing country to attain sustainable development
while taking necessary measures against global warming. The strategy shouid be based on
a survey carried out for individual country. It is also important to establish a system 1n
which developed countries support projects proposed according to the strategy. To realize
such an idea in the Asia and Pacific region, the author introduces an Asia and Pacific
Regional Cooperative Initiative Against Global Warming.

Global Consensus on Forest Conservation

IKEDA., Yoshikazu

Assistant Director. Control and Ceoperation Division. Global Envirenment Department, Environment Ageney

Because of rapid deforestation of tropical forest for decades, there have been intensive
discussions on forest conservation and its sustainable management since 1980. In
particular, international negotiation on world-wide forest conservation has begun through
UNCED (Earth Summit) process. At the second preparatory committee meeting for
UNCED, it was agreed that the nature of global consensus on forest should be at
minimum a non-legally binding authoritative statement of principles. However, the
discussion on the substance of global consensus had not started until the third
preparatory committee meeting in last August. There seemed to be a big gap in the
position between developing and developed countries concerning financial assistance
mechanism.
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Negotiation for A Convention on Biological Diversity

MIYOSHI. Nobutoshi

Assistant Director, Wildlhite Protection Division, Nature Conservation Burcau, Fnvironment Agency

By the decision 16/42 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) on 31 May 1991, the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for
a Convention on Biological diversity (INC), which is formerly called the Ad Hoc
Working Group of Legal and Technical Experts on Biological Diversity, was established
and the third session of the INC was convened in Madrid, Spain from 24 June to 3 July
1991. The next session of the committee will be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 23
September to 2 October 1991, This convention is expected to be signed on the occasion of
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Brazil in June 1992.

Integrating Environment and Economics: s [t Possible, and How?

KATO, Hisakazu

Director, Otfice of Overseas Environmental Cooperation. Global Environment Department, Environment Agency

Sustainable development has become a universally accepted goal of every national
economy. In order to achieve that goal, efforts to better integrate economic and
environmental policies are essential. Economic policy instruments such as taxation,
charges. deposit-refund systems, emissions trading and other fiscal measures are being
proposed, and increasingly applied in some countries, as a means of achieving that
objective through an effective use of market mechanism. In this report, the author fist
reviews the history of development and debate over the use of economic instrument s for
environmental purposes, then describes the on-going work of the OECD in this area, and
concludes that, while greater use of market mechanism certainly needs to be pursued and
encouraged. it should at the same time be considered in the wider perspective of a
country’s environmental policy taking into account the need for clearly stated
environmental goals and standards, for strict enforcement of laws and regulations, and
the need for institutional support mechanisms such as that provided by Environmetal
Impact Assessments.

Madagascar  Wonderful Nature
MINAMIKAWA, Hideki

Dhrector, Office of Public Relations, Ministers Secretariat, Envitonment Agency

At the dawn of hsitory, the Madagascar island was covered with forest. The once green
island is red in places where the laterite soil is covered only with a stumpy grass. Forest
areas represent only 10 percent of the island’s surface. Madagascar is a museum of living
fossils. Any animals could have lived there, vet the best known are not found at all.
Madagascar supports some distinctly unusual forms of animal life, refugees from
prehistory, which sometimes make the country seem like a huge museum,
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Report on Japan-France Conference on Amenities

SATO, Takafumi

Planning and Coordination Division, Planning and Coordination Bureau, Environment Agency

Amenity is one of the important categories of the today’s environmental administration.
It 1s very significant for Japan and France to deepen mutual understanding of their
performance in the field of amenity. Both governments have been promoting the activities
of the “Amenity in the Urban Environment” as a project under the Japan-France Science
and Technology Cooperation Agreement, and have met every year to discuss actual cases
and to exchange information sicne 1985. The theme of the 7th conference, which was held
from 28 October to 2 November 1991 in Japan, was “Amenity and Ecology in Urban
Areas: Concept and Practice.”

The Present Situation of Activities of the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission

HOSONO, Hiroshi

Deputy Director, Planning Division, Air Quality Bureau, Environment Agency

The author reviews the annual report and related materials on the activities of the San
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission. The report clarifies such
points as the procedures concerning regulatory activities by the project types and relation
between the Bay Plan and the federal coastal zone management system. Further the
report introduces the dealings with the sea level rise probelms by the Commission.

Environment and Disaster Prevention

KOBAYASHI, Kyoichi
Fire Defense Agency, Ministry of Home Affairs

Relation between the environment and disaster prevention regarding fire is dual, Those
affirmative are fire prevention measures inhibiting gas emission such as CO; and green
belts preventing spread of fire. Those negative are halon extinguishant which destroys
ozone layer and electric motor vehicle battery using ignitable metallic sodium.
Quantitative environmental impact assessment of each factor is less than one percent.
Environmental effect of forest fire, however, is the greatest and there is the possiblity that
the fire results in serious environmental destruction caused by uncontrollabel big fire or
halon. As the development of industrial technology makes more variety of risks, the close
attention should be paid on the relation between the environment and disaster prevention.
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